Welcome to Ms. Gebhardt’s fifth grade class!

The school has initiated the “Fish for Life” philosophy encouraging students to engage in the following attitudes about school:

First:  Play…Attitude should be one that is lighthearted.  Students should be able to work and have support.

Second: Make Their Day…A focus on engaging others in ways that lift their spirit

Third:  Be There…Living in the present moment and giving others full attention

Fourth:  Choose Your Attitude…Understanding that whatever attitude you are carrying with you right now, it is the one you are choosing.
Reference:

 Christensen John, Lundin Stephan PH.D, Harry Paul, Fish for Life, Hyperion New York. 130 pages.
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Quotes that fit my philosophy of education:

The world is a book and those who do not travel read only one page.” 
― Augustine of Hippo
Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.” 
― Nelson Mandela“

When you know better you do better.” 
― Maya Angelou
“Intelligence plus character-that is the goal of true education.” 
― Martin Luther King Jr.
“I am not a teacher, but an awakener.” 
― Robert Frost
“Study without desire spoils the memory, and it retains nothing that it takes in.” 
― Leonardo da Vinci
“Children must be taught how to think, not what to think.” 
― Margaret Mead
“Do not train a child to learn by force or harshness; but direct them to it by what amuses their minds, so that you may be better able to discover with accuracy the peculiar bent of the genius of each.” 
― Plato
“Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire.” 
― W.B. Yeats
Character traits that need to be demonstrated in this class.

Trustworthiness
 Respect
 Caring
 Citizenship
 Responsibility
 Fairness

“We Can Work It Out Slip”... In fifth grade the students are learning ways to to communicate.  If students have difficulty with another student they will fill out a form and a teacher or student will help mediate the situation.
Classroom rules:

#1.  Follow directions 
#2.  Follow CHAMPS board

#3.  Use appropriate language 

#4.  Treat everyone with respect.

#5.  Do you best personal best Every Day!

Consequences:

#1. Warning

#2.  10 minutes working away from the group
#3.  15 minutes working away from the group/note in agenda
#4.  Work Center/ missed recess/note in agenda
#5.  Call home

If students have chronic behavioral/academic problems we will set up a parent meeting.

Expectations:  

Homework will be assigned Monday – Thursday.  The homework should take no longer than 50 minutes per day.  If it is taking too long please send me a note in the class agenda.

.    Homework should develop skills and increase knowledge.
     Homework should practice to reinforce the skills they’ve learned.
     Homework should develop responsibility.
     Homework should develop the ability to work independently.
     Homework should bring families together.
Students should have an agenda each day with their homework recorded in the appropriate subject area.  Please sign the agenda each night.  This is also a great way to communicate your concerns and stay connected with our classroom.
Class work is evaluated on work done in class after a concept or skill is taught.

Quizzes will be given to determine the understanding of skills and concepts as we work through an investigation.

Major tests will be given at the completion of a unit.  Advanced notice will be given for all tests.  All tests and quizzes need to be signed and then filed in the math test section of the binder. 

Grades:

Grades will be based on a point system.

Major Test 100 pts. 
Quizzes 30 pts. 
Homework will vary according to number of assignments.

Students receive a letter grade for Math, Science and Social studies.  Students will be evaluated in reading based on a lexile score.   Fifth grade students should receive a score of 700-799 to be considered grade level.  
Supply list:

Clorox wipes

Kleenex

Pencils/pens

Folders for each subject

Paper

Sticky notes

Communication:

Please contact me if you have any concerns.  My email is Shelley.gebhardt@fraserk12.org.  You can also write a note in the agenda.
